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Serpell Primary School 
NEWSLETTER 
 

Tuckers Road, Templestowe, 
Victoria 3106 

Telephone: (03) 9842 8182 
OSHC: 0424 454 961 

Email: 
serpell.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

Website: 
www.serpellps.vic.edu.au 

DIARY 
 
Friday 13th November 
Parent Association Meeting  
2:30pm to 3:30pm 
 
Monday 16th November 
Wilma’s Farewell Assembly 
2:00pm 
 
Wednesday 18th November 
Year 6 Excursion: Shrine of 
Remembrance 
 
Friday 27th November 
School Disco 
 
Monday 30th November – Friday 
4th December 
Year 6 Camp Howqua 
 
Thursday 17th December 
Last Day of Term 4 
Year 6 Graduation 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPECIAL ASSEMBLY – PRINCIPAL WILMA CULTON PSM 
 
������������ Monday, 16th November 
����� 2:00 pm 
���Undercover Basketball Court, Serpell PS 
 
Please join us for a special whole-school assembly as we celebrate Principal Wilma Culton and 
thank her for her incredible 30 years of leadership and dedication to Serpell Primary School. 
Students from all year levels will be sharing special performances to recognise Wilma Culton and 
farewell her. 
The assembly will commence at 2.00 p.m. on the undercover basketball court. 
Please note, as the assembly will be held on the undercover basketball court, there will be no 
entry to the school via the Burleigh Drive gate. 
We warmly invite families to join us in this special celebration. 
 
 
2027 PREP STUDENTS BEGIN THEIR SCHOOL JOURNEY 
 
Yesterday, our 2027 Prep students enjoyed their first school session, Step into Prep! The 
afternoon began with a story in their new classrooms, followed by a fun-filled tabloid sports 
afternoon in the stadium. It was wonderful to see the children settling in so confidently, and we 
were very impressed by the level of school readiness already demonstrated by our newest 
students! 
 
 
YEAR 4 CAMP: ADVENTURES AND MEMORIES! 
 
Our Year 4 students had a wonderful camp, full of adventure, teamwork and new experiences! 
Enjoy these photos capturing the fun and special memories they made together. 
 

Kristele Efthimiou 
Acting Principal 

 

Tuesday 10th November 2026 

From the Principal 
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STATE ATHLETICS 

Congratulations to Max W and Andre Z who represented 
Serpell PS with distinction at the State Primary School 
Athletics held at Lakeside stadium on Thursday 29th 
October.  
 
Andre finished 9th in the 11 yr boys 1500m. This 
performance is an outstanding effort to be ranked in the 
top 10 distance runners in the State.  
 
Max won the bronze medal in the 9/10 yr boys triple jump. 
A remarkable performance considering Max only started 
competing in triple jump 2 months ago. He finished close 
to his personal best with a jump of 9m 10cm.  
 

 
 

David Blackburn 
PE Teacher 

 
REGIONAL CRICKET 
 
Last Friday, 24 of our Year 5 and 6 students competed in the 
Eastern Metropolitan Regional Cricket Round Robin Day at 
Knox Gardens Reserve. Both teams played some 
outstanding cricket throughout the day, with plenty of 
highlights across their five matches. 
 
Our girls' team finished 3rd overall, winning three games 
and narrowly missing out on a place in the regional final by 
just five runs. Although we were unable to qualify for State, 
we were extremely proud of how quickly we learned and 
developed our cricket skills throughout the day. Eleven of 
our 12 players had never played a cricket match before 
Friday, making our overall achievement even more special. 
One of our biggest highlights was staying positive after 
losing our first game and showing resilience throughout the 
remainder of the day. We also continued to encourage one 
another, even when mistakes were made, and maintained 
a strong focus on our batting, bowling and fielding. 
 

Connie J 6NT and Serena T 6NM 
 

Our boys' team also produced some fantastic performances, 
winning two of our five matches and finishing 6th overall. 
We showed incredible spirit and positivity throughout the 
day, continuing to encourage one another right until the 
final ball, even when competing against some outstanding 
opposition. Some of our major highlights included keeping 
our heads up when the opposition took wickets, supporting 
each other throughout the day and, most importantly, 
never giving up. 
 

Jay N 6NM and Hisham S 6RM 
 
Both our boys' and girls' teams should be extremely proud 
of not only their performances on the day but also their 
commitment to training hard and executing a selfless game 
plan across all five matches. They were both outstanding 
teams to coach and truly demonstrated the Serpell values 
of doing your best, respecting your opposition and 
encouraging one another throughout the day. 
 
Both teams would also like to thank Mr McIndoe for 
assisting with training and doing a fantastic job of coaching 
on the day, as well as Mr Matthews for sharing his expert 
advice and generously giving up his time to train the 
students in the lead-up to Regionals. 
 

Mr Moio 
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PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
 
Serpell Disco 
 
We are very excited for this year’s ‘Crazy Hair’ themed 
Disco. Tickets are now on sale from MySchool Connect at 
$7 per child. 
 
Please see further in the newsletter for details and 
instructions on how to purchase. 
 
The Disco will take place on Friday 27th November during 
school time and is only for current Serpell students. 
 
Volunteers 
 
As always, these events can’t run without the support of 
our amazing parent volunteers. 
If you are available to help, please sign up on the MySchool 
Connect Volunteer page. Details are further along in the 
newsletter. 
 
A reminder that all volunteers must have a current Working 
with Children Check card and have completed the Child 
Safe Standards briefing with Mr Packett this year. 
 
Setup Session 
 
Thursday 26th November 
3:30pm to 5:00pm (decoration and setup) 
 
Disco Sessions 
 
Friday 27th November 
Session 1:              9:00am to 11:00am 
Session 2:              11:15am to 12:30pm 
Session 3:              1:30pm to 3:30pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HAY FEVER 
 
Dear Parents, 
Hay fever season is upon us.  In particular children are 
suffering from itchy, red, swollen eyes. 
 
Can I suggest that if your child is prone to hay fever you 
could: 
 
• Check the pollen count in the morning and if high or 

moderate, give an antihistamine at home.  There are 
many pollen count sites. This is the one 
recommended by Asthma 
Australia:   https://www.melbournepollen.com.au/ 

• Ask your child to avoid the oval or playing around 
plants. 

• If your child is prone to itchy eyes, please provide me 
with eye drops.  A Medication Authority form can be 
found on the school website and also the school 
office.  The medication needs to be in the original 
box.  Single use eye drops seem to be the most 
popular one as they come in small containers, 
resulting in less waste.  Purchase the box with the 
longest expiry date please. 

• If your child has symptoms other than itchy eyes, e.g., 
sneezing, you could provide an antihistamine.  A 
Medication Authority and the medication in the 
original box is required. 

 
If your child presents with hay fever and they do not have 
medication provided, I will provide them with a wet face 
cloth to take back to class.   
 
They will also have a note requesting some medication be 
provided to keep at school. 
 

Nurse Mary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.melbournepollen.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCeline.Wang%40education.vic.gov.au%7C41e87c72d4914ad347aa08df27f11fb2%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C639273588711050432%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=a1zLE4yNYDF32uDkmzZxKuzUoikxyYjb%2FMNt7la9xVs%3D&reserved=0
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