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Serpell Primary School 
NEWSLETTER 
 

Tuckers Road, Templestowe, 
Victoria 3106 

Telephone: (03) 9842 8182 
OSHC: 0424 454 961 

Email: 
serpell.ps@education.vic.gov.au    

Website: 
www.serpellps.vic.edu.au 

Diary  
 
Fri 12th December 
Doncare Gift Giving Drive  
 
Mon 15th December 
Presentation Assembly (9:30am) 
 

Wed 17th December 
Christmas Assembly (9:30am) 
Reports Home (On XUNO) 
Pizza Class Parties (Canteen 
Closed) 
 

Thurs 18th December 
Graduation Assembly (2:30pm) 
Last Day of Term 4 (3:30pm 
finish) 
Year 6 Graduation 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

2026 CLASSES HOME TODAY 

This morning all students moved to their 2026 classes and parents 
received notification via Xuno.  This is always an anxious time for the 
children.  Parents can be help by identifying friends in the class and other 
students that they have known previously.  We do spend an enormous 
time matching friendship lists, academic achievement, gender groups, 
teacher attributes and balanced classes.  

 

ASSEMBLIES NEXT WEEK – ALL WELCOME 

MONDAY 15th DECEMBER – MEDAL PRESENTATION ASSEMBLY 9.30am 

A special assembly for Years 2 – 6 will be held in the stadium on Monday 
morning to celebrate the academic and sporting achievements of 
students.  ICAS medals, Science Talent Search awards, Australian Maths 
Competition, sporting awards and a raft of certificates will be presented 
to students.  All parents and grandparents are most welcome.  

WEDNESDAY 17th DECEMBER - WHOLE SCHOOL XMAS ASSEMBLY 9.30am 

Come along and join students from Prep to Year 6 for the singing of Xmas 
carols, an end of year performance by the orchestra and a special guest 
from the north pole.  

THURSDAY 18th DECEMBER GRADUATION CELEBRATION ASSEMBLY 
2.30pm 

The school will have the opportunity to farewell our much-loved Year 6 
students at this assembly in the stadium.  Items from their formal 
graduation, to be held later that evening, will be presented to the school.  
All parents welcome.  Tissues advised.   

 

WILMA CULTON PSM 

 

Tuesday 9th December 2025 

From the Principal 
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GIFT GIVING DRIVE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Friday, 12th December, we will be holding our annual 
Gift Giving Drive. We kindly ask each family to purchase 
and donate one Christmas present, which will be given to 
children in need throughout our local community. 
 
If you have multiple children at Serpell, you are still only 
required to donate one gift. Please select a present suitable 
for the age group of your eldest child. For example: If you 
have a son in Year 4 and a daughter in Year 2, please donate 
a gift appropriate for a Year 4 boy. 
 
Please note that gifts should not be wrapped. 
Thank you for your generosity and support. 
 
CANTEEN CLOSURE – NEXT WEDNESDAY 17TH DECEMBER  
 
Dear Parents,  
 
Please note that the canteen will be closed next 
Wednesday, 17th December, due to the Class Pizza Parties. 
It will reopen on the last day of school, Thursday 18th 
December. 
 
Canteen Schedule for next week (Week 11): 

Mon 15th 
Dec 

Tues 16th 
Dec 

Wed 17th Dec 
(Pizza Class 
Parties) 

Thurs 18th Dec 
(Last Day of 
Term) 

Open Open Closed Open 
 
ORCHESTRA REHEARSAL 
 
Dear Orchestra Parents and Musicians,  
Here is the rehearsal schedule for the rest of Term 4.   
 

12th December All Musicians - Final 
Rehearsal before Christmas 
Assembly 

17th December Christmas Assembly     
 
Thank you to all the parents who have helped and 
supported our talented orchestra throughout the year.  
 

Sue Wuttke, Music teacher 
 

2026 PARENT CONTRIBUTIONS 

All families have now received their 2026 Parent 
Contribution Information paperwork. 

• The contribution per child is $200 which includes their 
authorised year level stationery supplies that are used 

in class (delivered to your home), online subscriptions 
used in class and classroom consumables for Art, 
Mathematics, English and Sport. 
 

• Excursion/Incursion Levy ($100 Prep to 6). This 
payment covers all the excursions and incursions 
students participate in during the year and will be 
published on Xuno for payment in February. 
 

• Senior School Sport Levy - $60 (year 6 only). This covers 
the bus transport for year 6 students participating in 
the Inter-school sport program in Semester 1. This 
amount will be published on Xuno for approval and 
payment in February 2026. 
 

• Swimming and Camp are additional costs and will be 
published on Xuno for approval and payment at the 
time of the event. 

 
Health Care Card (CSEF - Camp Sport & Excursion Fund) 

• For those families who have a Health Care Card you are 
required to submit a new 2026 application along with 
your current Health Care Card.  You can download the 
form from XUNO or pick up a paper copy from the 
office. 
 

• The amount each child receives from the Government’s 
CSEF has not been confirmed. This payment comes 
directly to the school and will be held in credit against 
your child’s account for the duration of their time at 
Serpell until it is all used. It can only be debited against 
the Camps, Sport, Swimming and Excursions. 
 
School Saving Bonus (SSB) 

• The SSB was a one-off payment for 2025 by the State 
Government. Any unspent money will sit on your child’s 
school finance account until it is all used up. As 
previously advised, this can only be used towards 
Excursions, camp and swimming.  You can no longer use 
it to purchase uniforms. 

 
Note: All families with a Health Care Card and/or left over 
SSB funds will have these amounts debited from the 
Excursion Levy, Senior Sport Levy (if applicable) and future 
swimming and camps until it is all used up.  If you have an 
amount to pay, we have already deducted any unused 
funds from the amount. 
 
ALL STUDENTS LEAVING SERPELL AT THE END OF 
2025- INCLUDING YEAR 6 

All students leaving will no longer have access to XUNO 
after their last day of school. Therefore, you must 
download all reports from XUNO before their last day of 
school. For instructions on how to download reports, 
please click here. 

https://docs.xuno.com.au/hubfs/How%20to%20View%20Student%20Reports%20on%20the%20XUNO%20Family%20App.pdf?hsLang=en
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Hatching Chicks in Prep 

I like the chickens because they are little and fluffy and 
they are so cute. Linus PAG 
 
I learned about the chicken life cycle. When the chicks 
hatched they stayed in the incubator until their 
feathers were fluffy. Jacob PSF 
 
The chicks were yellow, black, white and brown. The yellow 
chick was my favourite. Hannah PMS 
 
The chicks will lose their soft feathers and grow smooth 
feathers. The chicks will turn into hens or roosters after 
18 to 25 weeks. Zachary PLA 
 
I liked the chicks when they hatched because they looked 
so cute. The chick with white feathers was my favourite.  
Toby PAR 
 
I learned that when chicks hatch they need a lamp to 
keep them warm and they eat their shell when they are 
hungry. Aanya PMR 
 
When the eggs arrived they were in the incubator. Each 
day the chicks started to hatch and grow so we moved 
them into the chicken pen. Luna PSC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YEAR 5 ORCHESTRA PERFORMANCE AT ARCARE 
 
On Friday 5th December, 15 talented Year 5 students walked 
to Arcare to perform a Christmas concert for the residents. 
There were solos on violin, harmonica, flute and piano. 
 
The residents and staff said how much they appreciated the 
effort that the students put into the presentation.  
 
Thank you to Ms Zhong who organised all the behind-the-
scenes documentation and to Karen (Luke and Ethan’s 
mum) for driving our instruments to the venue. 
 

Miss Wuttke 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2SD BUPA AGED CARE PERFORMANCE 
 
On Monday December 8th, the students from 2SD visited 
BUPA Aged Care to present a Christmas Concert for the 
residents. We heard solos on the piano, harp and clarinet 
from wonderful soloists. The class sang 6 Christmas songs 
and the residents joined in confidently.  
 
Thank you to the parent helpers who supported this 
excursion and to Mrs Doggett for her help organising and 
attending the performance.  
 

Miss Wuttke 
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PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
 
Yesterday we hosted our annual teacher’s lunch, and it 
turned out to be a lovely afternoon where our parent 
volunteers set up a delicious buffet contributed generously 
by our Serpell families for the staff to enjoy. Every year, this 
beautiful tradition only gets better, and we are so grateful 
for the community spirit. A special mention to Dawei and 
Karen Lin who helped with the set up. Thank you!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With that, we conclude all our events for 2025. We hope 
you have all enjoyed being part of it as much as we have. 
We have created some wonderful memories for the 
students. We cannot do it without your support.  
 
Next year we will start with our Annual General Meeting in 
the beginning of term 1 where we will elect committee 
members and welcome new parents to the PA. We look 
forward to seeing fresh faces and welcome new families. 
Whether you are a new parent, or an existing parent who 
would like to get involved, we would love to have you on 
board. So please check back for dates and updates or write 
to us.  
 
 

 
 
We wish you all happy holidays and an amazing new year 
in 2026!  
 

Send in your enquiries to president.serpell@gmail.com. 
 

Hafsa Malik 
President, Parents Association 

 
SPORTS, CLUBS, GROUPS AND LEADER PHOTOS 
 
Recently the photographs for the Serpell sports, clubs, 
groups, and student leaders were taken. They will be on 
display opposite the health centre in the coming weeks but 
are available to order online now!  
 
Pricing and Details:  

• Prices start at $15 per photograph. 
• Photos will be mailed directly to your home, 

please note there is a postage and handling fee.  
• You can place orders until the end of the 2025 

school year.  
How to Order:  

• Visit: www.leadingimage.com.au  
• Access Key: 8MEL84D5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:president.serpell@gmail.com
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.leadingimage.com.au%2F&data=05%7C02%7CCeline.Wang%40education.vic.gov.au%7C49340f04f63c4685931e08de0aa2d806%7Cd96cb3371a8744cfb69b3cec334a4c1f%7C0%7C0%7C638959891682693857%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vinh7rodgbjmGQEUYeu4EMKX4S4Ajc4XY%2FcAdNYMiGQ%3D&reserved=0
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